
NIH eRA Commons Release 
Notes Version 2.7.3.16 

Overview 
The NIH intends to adopt a Multiple-PI model as recently directed by the OSTP, 
and permit more than one Principal Investigator to be associated with an NIH 
funded grant, contract, or cooperative agreement.  Named PIs will share the 
responsibilities currently accorded to a single PI.  Each of the listed PIs will be 
designated by the grantee institution and will be expected to share responsibility 
for directing the project or activity supported by the grant.  As with current 
policies, each PI will be responsible and accountable to the grantee institution 
and to the NIH for the proper conduct of the project or activity.  The multiple-PI 
model is intended to supplement, and not replace, the traditional single-PI 
model. 

 

Internet Assisted Review 
• A correction has been implemented when sorting Reviewer’s within 

each Grant application on the List of Applications Screen for SRAs and 
GTAs.  The corrected sort by Reviewer Type is now (Rev1, Rev2, 
Rev3, etc). 

• A correction for sorting by Submitted Date has been implemented on 
the List of Applications Screen.  The corrected sort places all empty 
dates at the top, then by the most recently submitted dates first, with 
older submitted dates last. 

• A correction for sorting scores within each Grant application on the 
Preliminary Score Matrix Screen from worst to best (5.0 to 1.0, with 
alphanumeric to the left) has been implemented. 

• A correction has been implemented to display the time in the traditional 
format on the List of Applications Screen for SRAS and GTAs.  
Previously, Preliminary Summary Statements time was rendered as 
military time, in addition to the AM or PM designation. 

 

When you “View List by Reviewer” on the List of Applications Screen in the 
control center, the Reviewers names are not correctly sorted in alphabetical 
order.  This will be fixed with the next planned Commons release. 

Known Bug 
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Multi-PI and the Commons Status 
Screen 
The Commons Status Screen has been enhanced to accommodate grant 
application searches for Multi-PIs.  The following search screens allow for 
searches using the PI last and first name parameters: 

• General Search 

• Just in Time 

• Pending Progress Report 

• Recently Awarded 

• Requires Closeout 

• Automatic search – when the PI navigates to a Status sub-system. 

 

Figure 1: Commons Status Screen (STA4022). 

NOTE: The eApplication Search screen within Status does not have PI last or 
first name search fields. 

 

When performing a General Search query using the PI Last and First Name 
parameter fields, incorporate into your search as many search fields as possible, 
in order for the General Search Hit List result to return in a timely manner. 

 

Hit List When a search is executed from one of the screens listed above, the system 
automatically modifies the search so that the Hit List returns not only grants 
where the search criteria matches a single PI, but Multi-PIs as well.   
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Figure 2: Commons Status – General Search Screen (STA4022). 

The Status Screen’s Hit List has been enhanced to display retrieved grant 
applications with a multiple PI indicator. 

1. An abbreviation for Mult-PI (MPI) will be added adjacent to the grant 
number.  (See Figure 2). 

2. The list of PIs will be sorted alphabetically, separated by a semicolon 
with the contact PI (vs. MPI) marked as (Contact).   

For example: Abbott, James; Bundy, Alfred (Contact); Smith, 
John; Western, Joey. 

3. The MPI on the grant will be able to see the records on the Status Hit 
List, however, the following Action links will not be available to MPI 
users on the grant: 

• JIT 

• Requires Closeout 

 
Figure 3: Closeout Status Screen (STA4044). 
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