
Do I Have The Right Electronic Forms For My Application?  
NIH’s electronic Research Administration (eRA) periodically implements updated versions of SF424 (R&R) grant 
application forms in order to remain current with the most recent form sets available through Grants.gov and approved 
by the Office of Management and Budget. NIH and other agencies serviced by eRA incorporate updated forms into new 
and existing funding opportunity announcements (FOAs) via new application packages.  

Applicants use the “Apply for Grant Electronically” button within their FOA to access the Grants.gov download screen 
(can also be accessed directly via Grants.gov), which lists the available application forms package(s) in the Competition 
ID field. Agency notifications regarding transitions to updated forms indicate the appropriate Competition IDs and 
timelines for their use. 

Where will I see the Competition ID?  

The Competition ID is visible on the Grants.gov download screen, within the application package itself and in the 
electronic application summary added to the application image in eRA Commons.  

• In most instances, only a single Competition ID is listed and a single set of forms available for download. 
However, during the occasional roll-out of updated forms, there may be multiple application packages listed on 
a single FOA.  
 
When more than one forms package is available, applicants should usually choose the most recent (highest 
numbered) package. However, exceptions do exist. If presented with more than one set of forms, the 
Competition Title typically provides additional guidance to help applicants choose the appropriate forms 
package. Also, applicants can return to the FOA and check the “Related Notices” section for any special 
instructions regarding which forms to use.  

Grants.gov Selected Grant Applications for Download screen  

 
 

• After clicking the appropriate “download” link, you will again see the Competition ID in the Grants.gov 
Download Opportunity Instructions and Application screen. 

  



• After you download the Grant Application Package, you can find the Competition ID in the header information at 
the top of the set of forms.  

  

• If working on a multi-project application in ASSIST, you can find the Competition ID in the FOA Information 
section of the Application Information screen. 

 
 

• After NIH has assigned an application/grant number to your application, you can find the Competition ID in the 
eRA-generated electronic summary attached to the top of your assembled application  
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