Data Repositories – A Resource Guide

(For questions, contact the NIH Office of Extramural Research (OER), Email Sharing@nih.gov)

Data repositories are valuable resources that can help to ensure that data be shared broadly, consistently, safely, and efficiently for appropriate use across the research community.  A central repository can serve to facilitate standardization of data reporting and can allow additional studies to build upon data collected in other significant studies, thus enhancing the value of each study.  By allowing reposited datasets to be maintained, queried, and reconfigured to facilitate new analyses, as appropriate, this contributes to a cost-effective and efficient resource for advancing research.  Accordingly, when developing data sharing approaches and sharing plans, researchers may consider using this resource guide document which provides examples of data repositories supported by NIH programs.
Examples:

· dbGaP:  The database of Genotypes and Phenotypes (dbGaP) was developed to archive and distribute the results of studies that have investigated the interaction of genotype and phenotype.
· http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/entrez?db=gap
· NDAR:  The National Database for Autism Research (NDAR) is a research data repository helping accelerate scientific discovery in autism research.
· http://ndar.nih.gov/
· NIAGADS:  The National Institute on Aging (NIA) Genetics of Alzheimer's Disease Data Storage Site (NIAGADS) is a national genetics data repository that facilitates access of genotypic data to qualified investigators for the study of the genetics of late-onset Alzheimer's disease.  It is the policy of the NIA that all genetic data derived from NIA-funded studies for the genetics of late-onset Alzheimer's disease be deposited at NIAGADS, another NIA-approved site, or both. NIAGADS, along with other NIA-approved sites, will make these Genetic Data and Associated Phenotypic Data available to qualified investigators in the scientific community for secondary analysis.
· http://www.niagads.org/
* Data repositories may vary by research discipline and purpose, so additional examples and information may be submitted to Sharing@nih.gov for consideration to be added to this resource guide document as appropriate.
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