Summary of Significant Changes to the NIH GPS for October 2011 Version

(Guide Notices Issued Before October 1, 2011)
The revised NIH Grants Policy Statement (NIHGPS, rev. 10/01/2011) represents an update to the 10/01/2010 version and is applicable to all NIH grants and cooperative agreements beginning on or after October 1, 2011. While the update does not introduce any new material for the first time, it incorporates new and modified requirements, clarifies certain policies, and implements changes in statutes, regulations, and policies that have been implemented through appropriate legal and/or policy processes since the previous version of the NIHGPS dated 10/01/2010.  The 10/01/2011 revision supersedes, in its entirety, the NIH Grants Policy Statement (10/01/2010) as a standard term and condition of the award.

Notable Changes
· Policy Changes

· Implements new policies and clarification of existing policies announced in the NIH Guide since October 2010, and listed at Grants Policy & Guidance.
	Section
	Significant Changes
	Reason

	PART I: NIH Grants – General Information

Chapter 1 – Glossary
	Section 1.2 – Definitions of Terms 


	In response to user input:  Clarification/revision, addition, and deletion of Definitions of Terms. Provided consistent terminology in referring to funding mechanisms and peer review, aligning definitions with other policy source documents as appropriate. Under Foreign Component added several examples to clarify the current definition.

	Chapter 2 – The National Institutes of Health as a Grant-Making Organization
	Section 2.3.4 – Types of Applications: REVISED text to reflect new time limit for NIH resubmission applications. 
	Implements policy announced in Notice OD-10-140.

	
	Section 2.3.9.4 – Similar, Essentially Identical, or Identical Applications: NEW section added.
	Reflects consistent policy with relevant section of the SF424 (R&R) Application Guide for similar, essentially identical, or identical applications.

	
	Section 2.3.11.2.2 – Confidentiality of Information
	Editing for clarity in response to user input. Text provided by NIH FOIA officer. 

	
	Section 2.4.2 – Appeals of Initial Scientific Review: NEW text reflecting revision to NIH policy 
	Implements policies announced in NOT-OD-11-064 and NOT-OD-11-101.

	PART II: Terms and Conditions of NIH Grant Awards
Subpart A: General

Chapter 4 – Public Policy Requirements, Objectives and Other Appropriation Mandates
	Section 4.1.6 – ClinicalTrials.gov Requirements
	Editing for clarity in response to user input. Text revised by OGC in response to current status of the rulemaking process.

	
	Section 4.1.10 – Financial Conflict of Interest
	Implements policies announced in NOT-OD-11-109. Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 4.1.11 – Fly America Act: 

REVISED text to reflect updated GSA guidance related to Open Skies.
	Reflects new GSA guidance announced in Federal Travel Regulations (FTR) Bulletin 11-02.


	Chapter 8 – Administrative Requirements
	Section 8.1.1.3 – Extension of Final Budget Period of a Previously Approved Project Period Without Additional NIH Funds: REVISED text mandating the use of the project extension module for no cost extensions and supporting NIH’s continuing efforts to implement electronic business processes.    
	Implements policy announced in NOT-OD-11-098.

	
	Chapter 8.1.2.4 – Carryover of Unobligated Balances
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Chapter 8.1.2.6 – Change in Status, including Absence of PD/PI and Other Senior/Key Personnel Named in the NoA. 
	New business process change for multiple PD/PI 

NOT-OD-11-118.

	
	Section 8.1.2.7 – Change of Grantee Organization
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 8.4.1.2.1 – Streamlined Progress Reports
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 8.4.1.3: Inserted NEW Section added entitled “Progress Reports for Multiyear Funded Awards.”  Re-numbered all that followed.
	Implements policy announced in NOT-OD-11-017.

	
	Section 8.4.1.5.2 – Financial Expenditure Reports;

Section 8.4.1.4.3 – Revised Financial Reports and Expenditures

	Implements policy announced in NOT-OD-11-017.

Implements use of the Federal Financial Report (FFR) system for reporting expenditure data including new reporting dates for annual FFRs, and reporting of cumulative data only.

	
	Section 8.5 – Special Award Conditions and Enforcement Actions 
	Title revised and text edited for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 8.5.1 – Modification of the Terms of Award
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 8.5.2 – Suspension, Termination, and Withholding of Support
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 8.5.3 – Other Enforcement Actions
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 8.5.4 – Recovery of Funds
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	Subpart B: Terms and Conditions for Specific Types of Grants, Grantees, and Activities

Chapter 9 – Multiple Program Director/Principal Investigator Applications and Awards
	Sections 9.3 – Application Requirements; 9.4, Application Review and Award; and Post-Award Administration: Eliminates references to a requested allocation in the NoA and makes other substantial MPI policy changes.  
	Implements policy announced in NOT-OD-11-118.


	Chapter 11- Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Awards
	Section 11.2.2.5 – Sponsorship

Modified instructions for F-32 eligibility criteria.
	Reflects modified policy announced in NOT-OD-11-097 .

	
	Sections 11.2.2.4 &  11.3.2.6– Citizenship 
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	Chapter 15 – Consortium Agreements
	Section 15.2.1 – Written Agreement
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	
	Section 15.2.3 – Allowable and Unallowable Costs
	Clarification of NIH policy on third party F&A in the absence of a rate agreement in response to user input.

	Chapter 16 – Grants to Foreign Institutions, International Organizations, and Domestic Grants with Foreign Components
	Section 16.2 – Eligibility

Added several examples of significant grant-related activities with a foreign country for clarity in defining a foreign component. 
	Editing for clarity in response to user input.

	Chapter 18 – Grants to For-Profit Organizations
	Section 18.5.2 – Eligibility
	Consistency with the SBIR 2012-1 contract solicitation and in the SF424 (R&R) SBIR application guide regarding participation limit by foreign business entities.

	PART III:  Points of Contact

Chapter 20 – Institutes and Centers
	Section 20.2 – Other HHS and Government Offices
	Updated address, online submission information, and URL for the Federal Audit Clearinghouse (A-133 Audit Reports).
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