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Purpose of the Award
	
· Encourages applications from groups of NIH-supported investigators to obtain commercially available instruments configured as specialized integrated systems or as a series of instruments to support a well-defined area of biomedical research that uses animals or related materials.

· Any instrument requested as a part of a cluster or series of instruments must be commercially available.  

· The SIFAR mechanism permits the purchase of more than one instrument as long as it improves workflow in biomedical fields that carry out animal research, such as neurophysiology, cardiac physiology, immunology, developmental biology or neurobehavioral sciences.

· Series of instruments for high-throughput experiments in research areas such as genomics, phenotyping, or metabolomics; or clusters of instruments that may improve surgical approaches by incorporating robotics and real-time decision-making procedures based on imaging or molecular characterizations of tissue are similarly relevant.

·  A combination of microfluidics-related technologies with high-throughput and high-content screening may advance phenotyping procedures. Combination of optical imaging, flow-cytometry, and mass spectrometry may improve and speed up molecular profiling. Integrated systems for cognitive-behavioral studies or advanced monitoring set-ups for comprehensive physiological and metabolic assessment will also be considered.	

Details
· Maximum award for the combined instruments is $750,000

  Note
· Reviewers should not evaluate the scientific merit of the research project components, because these have been previously peer reviewed.
 
More Information
· Consult the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-18-599.html
· A comprehensive list of Guidelines for Reviewers is available at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/reviewer_guidelines.htm
 
·  Please see the following documents for more information on scoring and critique templates: Scoring System and Procedure, Critique Template Instructions.
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