Historical Payback Reporting Requirements (Prior to June 10, 1993)

Before August 13, 1981

Before August 13, 1981 (enactment of the Omnibus Reconciliation Act), a payback obligation existed for all prebaccalaureate, predoctoral, and postdoctoral support received.

Effective August 13, 1981 through June 10, 1993
Effective August 13, 1981, a 12-month legislative allowance waiving payback obligation for the first 12 months of support was enacted for all predoctoral and postdoctoral trainees and fellows. This legislation provided that all trainees and fellows who were not in delinquent status on that date receive the allowance (this was retroactive to the beginning of the NRSA program). Individuals in delinquent status continued to have a payback obligation for all support received. This legislative change also eliminated the payback obligation for prebaccalaureate recipients.

Historically, short-term trainees supported by the T35 mechanism (NRSA short-term training) incurred no payback obligation. However, for short-term trainees supported within a T32 program, the periods of support accrued and ultimately counted toward the total NRSA support.

For predoctoral NRSA recipients who incurred a payback obligation from support received prior to June 10, 1993, payback service must be performed, or financial repayment made, following completion of NRSA support. No amount or type of activity before or during the period of NRSA support will satisfy the NRSA service payback obligation. However, payback service may be initiated immediately after termination of NRSA support if the research or teaching activities meet the criteria cited in “Payback Reporting Requirements—Payback—Service Payback—Definitions.”

For postdoctoral NRSA recipients who incurred a payback obligation from support received prior to June 10, 1993, continued postdoctoral NRSA support can be used to satisfy any previous postdoctoral payback obligation. However, continued postdoctoral NRSA support cannot be used to payback any obligation remaining from predoctoral support received before June 10, 1993.

Postdoctoral trainees and fellows beginning appointments for the 13th and subsequent months of postdoctoral Kirschstein-NRSA support on or after June 10, 1993, will be engaging in service that also satisfies any postdoctoral NRSA service payback obligation incurred before June 10, 1993. Post-award service in non-Kirschstein-NRSA supported health-related research, training, or teaching is creditable toward any predoctoral or postdoctoral Kirschstein-NRSA service payback obligation.

Payback requirements for trainee/fellows appointed on/after June 10, 1993 are found in the NRSA section of the NIH Grants Policy Statement.
National Health Service Corps History

Occasionally, a Kirschstein-NRSA recipient may have been a National Health Service Corps (NHSC) scholar. Before October 26, 2002, legislation provided authority for holders of both awards to pay back the obligation of the two sources of support concurrently. Therefore, activities that qualified as Kirschstein-NRSA payback also served as payback for the NHSC obligation. However, no Kirschstein-NRSA legislative allowance is credited toward NHSC service.   The PSC monitors both obligations until they are both satisfactorily completed.

Effective October 26, 2002, the legislation was changed to eliminate concurrent payback. As a result, Kirschstein-NRSA recipients that also are NHSC scholars now are required to fulfill their NHSC service commitment through direct clinical service to the underserved in accordance with NHSC policy. Any Kirschstein-NRSA payback must be fulfilled separately through acceptable payback service.

