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F32 GUIDE FOR REVIEWERS 

Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Awards (NRSA) for Individual Postdoctoral 
Fellows (F32)  

Purpose of the Award 

• Provides support to promising postdoctoral applicants who have the potential to become 
productive and successful independent research investigators 

• Offers an opportunity to enhance the applicant's understanding of the health-related 
sciences, within the broad scope of biomedical, behavioral, or clinical research or other 
specific disciplines relevant to the research mission of the participating NIH Institutes 
and Centers 

• Applicants with a health professional doctoral degree may use the proposed postdoctoral 
training to satisfy a portion of the degree requirements for a master's degree, a research 
doctoral degree or any other advanced research degree program. 

NRSA Legislation 

• Requires that the Nation’s overall needs for biomedical research personnel be taken into 
account by giving special consideration to physicians and other health professionals who 
propose to become active biomedical researchers and who agree to undertake a 
minimum of 2 years of biomedical, behavioral or clinical research 

• Individuals from diverse racial and ethnic groups and individuals with disabilities and 
individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds are always encouraged to apply for NIH 
support 

Applicants 

• Must have received a PhD, MD, DO, DC, DDS,  DVM, OD, DPM, ScD, EngD, Dr PH, DNSc, 
ND (Doctor of Naturopathy), PharmD, DSW,  PsyD, or equivalent doctoral degree from 
an accredited domestic or foreign institution 

• Must not be engaging in studies leading to the MD, DO, DDS, DVM, or other similar 
health-professional degrees, or the clinical years of residency training.  

• May be engaging in the research fellowship years of a research-track residency program 
o Research clinicians must devote full-time to their proposed research training and 

confine clinical duties to those activities that are part of the research training 
program 

• Individuals may receive up to three years of aggregated Kirschstein-NRSA support at the 
postdoctoral level, including any combination of support from an institutional training 
grant (e.g., T32 or T90) and an individual fellowship award (F32) 

More Information 

• Visit the parent F32 Announcement through the Parent Announcement page. 
• Visit the F Kiosk for information about the Kirschstein-NRSA Individual Fellowships. 
• To read more about the review criteria and considerations for F applications, visit 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/critiques/f_D.htm and Review Criteria at-a-Glance.  
• Please see the following documents for more information on scoring and critique 

templates: Scoring System and Procedure, Critique Template Instructions.  
• A comprehensive list of Guidelines for Reviewers is available at 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/reviewer_guidelines.htm.  

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/parent_announcements.htm
http://grants1.nih.gov/training/F_files_nrsa.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/critiques/f_D.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/guidelines_general/Review_Criteria_at_a_glance.pdf
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/guidelines_general/scoring_system_and_procedure.pdf
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/critiques/critique_template_instructions.pdf
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/reviewer_guidelines.htm
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