Notable Edits to the SF 424 (R&R) PureEdge Application Guides

Updated 8/27/2009

Adobe Reader-based Application Guides (General and SBIR/STTR) have been updated to include new and revised NIH policies, such as the new NIH policy for applications including human embryonic stem cells and the new continuous submission policy for appointed members of NIH advisory councils, and Application guides have also been modified to provide additional clarity for “K” career award applications submitted by system-to-system users, the applicability of the National Environmental Policy Act to grant applications, and the designation of congressional districts for U.S. districts and territories such as Washington, DC and Puerto Rico.  A description of the more notable edits is attached.
Part I Section 2.3.2 Creating PDFs for Text Attachments:  Added the 50-character file name length requirements and clarified acceptable use of standard characters in PDF attachments file names.

Part I Section 2.4.2 Grant and Cooperative Agreement Announcements:  Added definitions for Program Announcements with special receipt, referral, and/or review considerations (PARs) and Program Announcements with set-aside funds (PASs).

Part I Section 2.14 Application Submission Dates, Modified Submission Policy for Appointed NIH Study Section Members [General Guide Only]:  Added the extension of modified application submission, referral and review policies for appointed NIH advisory group members.
Part I Section 4.2 Cover Component, #11 Descriptive Title of Applicant’s Project: Clarified the acceptable characters to use in the descriptive title field.
Part I Section 4.2 Cover Component, #14 Congressional District Applicant and Congressional District Project:  Clarified the handling of congressional districts in Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia.

Part I Section 4.2 Cover Component, #6 Project Summary/Abstract: Clarified that information provided in the Project Summary/Abstract will be made available online to the public at http://report.nih.gov. 

Part I Section 4.4 Other Project Information Component, #1a. Exemption Number:  Clarified instructions per guidance from the Office of Human Research Protections. 

Part I Section 4.4 Other Project Information Component, #4. Environmental Questions and Part III Section 2.15 Impact of Grant Activities on the Environment and Historic Properties:  Clarified instructions for informing NIH of actual or potential environmental impacts as required by the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA).

Part I Section 7.3 Letters of Reference [General Guide Only]: Clarified that the deadlines for submitting and revising reference letters for “K” Career Development Award Candidates are 5 business days and 7 business days after the application receipt due date.

Part I Section 7.4.4.1 The Candidate, Publications [General Guide Only]:  Slightly revised the biosketch publication requirements for “K” Career Development Award applications.
Part I Section 7.4.7.3 F. Other Direct Costs [General Guide Only]:  Provided special instructions for “K” Career Development Award budgets to accommodate various system-to-system applicants, including allowing applicants to enter research development support costs in the applicable detailed budget categories. 
Part II Section 5.10 Research Using Human Embryonic Stem Cells and Part III Section 2.12 Research Using Human Embryonic Stem Cells: Updated instructions to reflect the new NIH Guidelines on Human Stem Cell Research.
