FOA on Ethical Issues in Human Subjects Research
Differences between Funding Mechanisms: R01, R03, and R21
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/funding_program.htm
R01
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/r01.htm  
The Research Project Grant (R01) provides support for health-related research and development based on the mission of the NIH. The R01 is an award made to support a discrete, specified, circumscribed project to be performed by the named investigator(s) in an area representing the investigator's specific interest and competencies.  The R01 research plan proposed by the applicant must be related to the stated program interests of one or more of the NIH Institutes and Centers based on descriptions of their programs.

The NIH awards R01 grants to organizations of all types (universities, colleges, small businesses, for-profit, foreign and domestic, faith-based, etc.). Although the Principal Investigator writes the grant application and is responsible for conducting the research, the applicant and awardee is the research organization.

Scope

The NIH is comprised of Institutes and Centers that support specific areas of health-related research and almost all Institutes and Centers at NIH fund R01 grants. Research grant applications are assigned to an Institute or Center based on receipt and referral guidelines and many applications are assigned to multiple Institutes and Centers as interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research is encouraged. Contact with an Institute or Center representative may help focus the research plan based on an understanding of the mission of the Institute or Center.

Application Characteristics

· Applicants for an R01 award are not limited in dollars but need to reflect the actual needs of the proposed project. Modular applications are most prevalent with modules of $25,000, up to the modular limit of $250,000. Applications that exceed this level must be submitted as non-modular and provide detailed budget information. 

· Applications are generally awarded for 3- 5 budget periods, each normally 12 months in duration. 

· Applications can be renewed by competing for an additional project period. 

· Supplements and amendments are allowed. 

· Only one resubmission of a previously revised R01 grant application may be submitted.  
· An R01 application should follow the instructions provided in the SF424 (R&R)  Application Guide, at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms.htm. 

R03 

http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/r03.htm
The R03 award will support small research projects that can be carried out in a short period of time with limited resources. Investigators wishing to apply for an R03 grant should be aware that not all ICs accept investigator-initiated R03 applications and that the different ICs may have specific purposes for which they use this funding mechanism. Before preparing an application for an R03 grant, all investigators should consult the list of participating ICs as well as the IC staff listed as contacts to determine if an R03 application is appropriate.  All investigator-initiated small grant applications described in this announcement will be assigned to the ICs according to standard PHS referral guidelines and specific program interests. R03 Applications that are assigned to an IC that does not participate in this program may be returned without review. 
Scope

The Small Grant mechanism provides limited funding for a short period of time. Examples of the types of projects that ICs support with the R03 include the following: 

· Pilot or feasibility studies 

· Secondary analysis of existing data 

· Small, self-contained research projects 

· Development of research methodology 

· Development of new research technology

Application Characteristics

· Applicants for an R03 award may request a project period of up to two years and a budget for direct costs of up to two $25,000 modules or $50,000 per year. 

· Small grant support is for new projects only; competing continuation applications will not be accepted. 

· Small grant support may not be used for thesis or dissertation research. 

· Only one resubmissions of a previously reviewed R03 grant application may be submitted. 
· An R03 application should follow the instructions provided in the SF424 (R&R)  Application Guide, at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms.htm
R21
http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/funding/r21.htm
The R21 is intended to encourage exploratory/developmental research projects by providing support for the early and conceptual stages of development. Investigators are strongly encouraged to consult the list of participating ICs. Consultation with the NIH staff contacts is also encouraged as not all IC”s accept  investigator-initiated R21 applications.  All investigator-initiated exploratory/developmental grant applications described in this announcement will be assigned to ICs according to standard PHS referral guidelines and specific program interests. Applications that are assigned to non-participating ICs may be returned to the applicant. 
Scope

Examples of new, exploratory and developmental research projects that are appropriate for the R21 mechanism are  projects designed to assess the feasibility of a novel area of investigation or a new experimental system that has the potential to enhance health-related research. These studies are characterized by considerable risk but they may lead to a breakthrough in a particular area, or to the development of novel techniques, agents, methodologies, models or applications that could have major impact on a field of biomedical, behavioral, or clinical research.

Applications for R21 awards should describe projects distinct from those supported through the traditional R01 mechanism. For example, long-term projects, or projects designed to increase knowledge in a well-established area may not be considered for R21 awards. Applications submitted under this mechanism should be exploratory and novel. These studies should break new ground or extend previous discoveries toward new directions or applications. Projects of limited cost or scope that use widely accepted approaches and methods are better suited for the R03 small grant mechanism. 



Application Characteristics
· Applicants for an R21 award may request a project period of up to two years 

· The combined budget for direct costs for the two year project period may not exceed $275,000. For example, you may request $100,000 in the first year and $175,000 in the second year to meet the needs of your project. Normally, no more than $200,000 may be requested in any single year. 

· All budgets should be in modular format. 

· Exploratory/developmental grant support is for new projects only; competing continuation applications will not be accepted. 

· No preliminary data are required but they may be included if available.

· Only one e resubmission of a previously reviewed exploratory/developmental grant application may be submitted.
· An R21 application should follow the instructions provided in the SF424 (R&R)  Application Guide, at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms.htm 
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