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Elias A. Zerhouni, M.D.  

National Institutes of Health 

9000 Rockville Pike 

Bethesda, MD 20892

Email: ez26y@nih.gov 
RE: Federal Register March 31, 2008, Request for Information: NIH Public

Access Policy

Dear Dr. Zerhouni,

The Special Libraries Association (SLA) appreciates the manner in which the NIH has consistently and willingly engaged its stakeholders in an open and transparent fashion. Independently, and as one of several national library organizations acting in unison, SLA has repeatedly expressed support for open public access to the results of research funded by the NIH and will continue to do so.

SLA supports the NIH Public Access Policy in general and its implementation as currently articulated.  This policy is a significant opportunity for researchers to expand access to NIH-funded research, and to use and build upon this information in unprecedented ways.  The policy will promote new discoveries, help to stimulate innovation, and accelerate the pace of research in general.

One recommendation SLA would make to improve the policy is to shorten the embargo period to six months. A shorter embargo period would more accurately reflect the pace of research and discovery within the biomedical field, and at the same time align the NIH policy with those in around the world, such as Canada, the European Union. A six-month embargo is supported by the increasing adoption of author addenda, which enables authors to retain rights to their work while providing the publisher the license to publish.  In our highly competitive global economy, a shortened embargo is an important component to ensure that U.S. policy keeps our research institutions competitive with rest of world. 

Another recommendation is to have the NIH produce a list of publishers whose author publishing agreements provide for deposit with PMC in a manner that is consistent with copyright law.

On a note of concern, SLA is aware of a proposal for an alternative implementation of the Public Access 
Policy, where NIH would act as a dark archive and provide links to publishers' Web sites. SLA strongly opposes this proposal as it would NOT achieve a major goal of the NIH, which is to provide a permanent, stable archive of its research. To effectively curate a database, and for the quality of material it contains to be preserved, it must be used regularly. Libraries have a long history in dealing with archiving and preservation issues and can say emphatically that a dark archive that links to publishers’ Web sites is an unacceptable alternative, one which the NIH has consistently and wisely rejected.

Respectfully,
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Douglas W. Newcomb, Chief Policy Officer
dnewcomb@sla.org 

