NASA Implementation Plan for the Recognition of Multiple Principal Investigators on Federally-Funded Research Projects 

(February 26, 2008)

Implementation History: 
On January 4, 2005, the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in the Executive Office of the President issued a memorandum to all Federal research agencies, requiring them to formally allow more than one Principal Investigator (PI) on individual research awards. This policy would enhance research performed by teams and fairly apportion credit if multiple individuals provide the intellectual leadership and direction of the team effort.  On September 24, 2007, “Notice of policy on recognition of multiple Principal Investigators (PIs) on awards made under Federal research and research-related programs” was published by the OSTP in the Federal Register (Vol. 72, No. 184, pp 54257-54260).

Current Implementation Status: 

As of February 26, 2008, NASA does not permit the submission of proposals for investigations with multiple PIs.

NASA’s policies and practices are published in the Guidebook for Proposers responding to NASA Research Announcements (http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/procurement/nraguidebook/). The NASA Guidebook for Proposers is revised annually in January. The January 2009 edition of the NASA Guidebook for Proposers will contain policy and practices for implementing the mandated change in policy to recognize multiple PIs for research awards. All NASA Research Announcements (NRAs) that incorporate or reference the January 2009 edition of the NASA Guidebook for Proposers will allow the submission of proposals with multiple PIs. 

Research proposals to NASA may be submitted via Grants.gov or NASA’s proposal data system, NSPIRES (NASA Solicitation and Proposal Integrated Review and Evaluation System). Currently NSPIRES can not accommodate multiple PIs. NSPIRES will be modified to accommodate multiple PIs in time to support the 2009 edition of the NASA Guidebook for Proposers.

(1) What Constitutes a Principal Investigator
The NASA Guidebook for Proposers, Section 1.4.2, defines the Principal Investigator as follows: “A Principal Investigator is the individual(s) a research organization designates as having an appropriate level of authority and responsibility for the proper conduct of the research, including the appropriate use of funds and administrative requirements such as the submission of scientific progress reports to the agency.”

(2) Designation of Contact PI or Project Coordinator
To facilitate communication with NASA, the submitting organization must designate a “Contact PI” at the time of proposal. The Contact PI will be referred to as the “PI.” Any other PIs will be referred to as “Co-PIs.” The NASA grant officer and program officer will communicate with the Contact PI, and the Contact PI will be responsible for relaying communications between the Co-PIs and NASA. 

(3) Application Instructions

Beginning in 2009, each NASA Research Announcement (NRA), or the specific program element solicitations in an omnibus NRA such as ROSES or ROA, will specifically indicate whether multiple PIs are allowed. As specified in the NASA Guidebook for Proposers, Section 2.3.10, and unless stated otherwise in a specific solicitation, each proposal will result in a single award to the proposing organization (exceptions for public/private collaborations are noted in the NASA Guidebook for Proposers). The proposing organization is responsible for designating the Contact PI (or PI) and any other PIs (Co-PIs). The decision to designate multiple PIs is solely the responsibility of the proposing organization. By submitting the proposal, the proposing organization is giving all of the PIs an appropriate level of authority and responsibility for the proper conduct of the research, including the appropriate use of funds and administrative requirements such as the submission of scientific progress reports to the agency. If multiple PIs are designated, the proposal must include a management plan that describes the organization structure of the proposed investigation as it pertains to the designation of multiple PIs.  

(4) PIs at Different Organizations
Unless stated otherwise in the solicitation, NASA places no restrictions on teaming arrangements for NASA-supported investigations. Unless stated otherwise in the solicitation, each proposal to NASA will result in a single award to the proposing organization. The proposing organization is responsible for designating the Contact PI (or PI) and any other PIs (Co-PIs). If the Contact PI is not from the proposing organization, the Coordination and Management Plan must address interaction between the Contact PI and the proposing organization including the management of funds.

(5) Access to Review and Award Information
NASA will provide equal access for all PIs to review and selection material. NASA’s systems for award information currently recognize only a single PI. NASA is evaluating which financial systems require modification to allow access for all PIs to award information. The results of this evaluation and the plan for providing equal access for all PIs will be available no later than January 2009.

(6) Identification of All PIs in Public Data Systems
NASA will identify all PIs in the lists of selected proposals that are made available through NSPIRES. NASA is evaluating which financial systems require modification to allow identification of all PIs in public data systems. The results of this evaluation and the plan for identifying all PIs in public data systems will be available no later than January 2009.

