Status of DoD Implementation of Recognition of Multiple Principal Investigators on Research Projects
Background: On January 4, 2005, the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in the Executive Office of the President issued a memorandum stating that “federal research agencies should accommodate the recognition of two or more Principal Investigators on research projects.”  The memorandum noted that an interagency working group would develop an implementation strategy as a next step.  OSTP and the Office of Management and Budget, Office of Federal Financial Management, published the strategy on September 24, 2007 [72 FR 54257].

Implementation Status as of February 2008
DoD has supported research with multiple principal investigators (PIs) for decades, although the Department has not had formal policies in this area.  Given the long and productive history of multidisciplinary and other team research efforts, we are moving with deliberateness to develop appropriate implementations of the new Government‑wide policies.  We want to ensure that any new DoD regulatory issuances on this subject enhance the environment for performance of defense research and do not create unintended impediments.

Definition of Principal Investigator
DoD has not previously defined the term “Principal Investigator” (PI).  Our current plan is to adopt a definition that is substantively consistent with the definition agreed upon by the interagency working group and published in the September 24, 2007, Federal Register notice.

Designation of PIs and co‑PIs
We expect to continue the DoD research community’s long‑standing practice of using the terms PI and co‑PI when a group of two or more researchers share the authority and responsibility for leading a research project intellectually and logistically.  The PI is the researcher with whom a DoD Component’s program manager generally communicates as the primary contact for scientific, technical, and related budgetary matters concerning the project.  Others within the group are co‑PIs.
Program Announcements and Instructions for Proposal Preparation
DoD is considering whether there is a need for new regulatory content concerning research program announcements.

PIs at Different Organizations
As we have not identified systemic problems related to the involvement of PIs at multiple organizations in DoD‑supported research projects, we do not currently plan to add regulatory content on that subject.
Access to Review and Award Information
We are considering whether there is a need for new regulatory content concerning co-PIs’ access to review and award information.
Identification of All PIs in Data Systems
DoD and its Components are in the process of updating policies and data systems for compiling information about research projects.  We are considering whether the updates will require identification of all PIs.  Although the DoD system is not accessible to everyone in the general public, registered users of the Defense Technical Information Center may access selected data.  The system also provides to a publicly accessible data base the information that is required by the Government‑wide implementation of section 207(g) of the E‑Government Act of 2002 (Public Law 107‑347).
