CSREES, USDA, Implementation Plan for Recognizing Multiple Principle Investigators on Federally-Funded Research Projects

Background
On January 4, 2005, the Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in the Executive Office of the President issued a memorandum to all Federal research agencies, requiring them to formally allow more than one Principal Investigator (PI) on individual research awards. A Request for Information (RFI) was issued by OSTP on July 18, 2005 (70 FR 41220) requesting public comments in the implementation of this policy.  On September 24, 2007 (72 FR 54257), OSTP issued in the Federal Register a final notice on use of Multiple Principal Investigators on Federal Research.  Based on information in the final notice, the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) developed this implementation plan. 
  
Implementation Plan
CSREES recognizes multiple project directors/principal investigators (PD/PIs) on awards.  CSREES has the means to search on PD/PI information identified within awards.  
1.  What constitutes a Principal Investigator?
In accordance with CSREES program regulations, the definition of a PD/PI is a single individual designated by the grantee institution in the grant application and approved by the Administrator who is responsible for the technical direction/scientific and technical direction of the project.  The CSREES definition of a PD/PI does not differ in any material way from the Federal-wide definition.  Rather, the Federal-wide definition expands on the CSREES definition.  Given this, CSREES will incorporate the expanded definition in the next release of the CSREES Grants.gov Application Guide, a guide for preparation and submission of CSREES Applications via Grants.gov.  The next release of the Guide will coincide with the implementation of the use of Adobe forms in the submission of electronic applications to CSREES via Grants.gov.
2.  Designation of a Contact PI or Project Coordinator
To facilitate communication with CSREES, the submitting entity will be asked to select a contact PD/PI at the time of application. This designation, in and of itself, does not confer any special authority or responsibility for the project.  In the event there is the need to change the contact PD/PI on an award, it is the awardee’s responsibility to do so in accordance with the applicable award terms and conditions. 
The contact PD/PI will be responsible for relaying communications between all of the PD/PIs and CSREES.  
3.  Application Instructions
The applicant will be instructed via the CSREES Grants.gov Application Guide to include the person who is to be designated as the Project Director/Principal Investigator on the SF-424 R&R Cover Page, as appropriate.  If multiple PD/PIs are desired, CSREES Grants.gov Application Guide will instruct the applicant to include such PD/PIs in the R&R Senior/Key Person Profile (Expanded) with the project role for such individuals designated as a co-PD/PI.  
4.  PIs at Different Institutions
CSREES awards often involve more than one PD/PI.  Multiple PD/PIs may be recognized as part of 1) a single award or 2) where one institution is deemed the primary awardee and all collaborating institutions are allocated funds from the primary award in the form of a subcontract or some other type of consortia arrangements.  Usually, the contact PD/PI is at the awardee institution.  The individuals designated as co-PD/PIs may be located at the awardee institution or any other institution, as appropriate.
5.  Access to Review and Award Information
CSREES supports the co-PD/PIs having access to review information.  CSREES makes review information available to the contact PD/PI and will rely upon the contact PD/PI to make such information available to the co-PD/PIs and others as appropriate. 
Information pertaining to CSREES awards (e.g., research, education, and higher education awards) is included in a publicly available system, Current Research Information System (CRIS).  The public, including all named PD/PIs, have access to the CRIS information.
6.  Identification of All PIs in the Public Data Systems
While CSREES can include a multitude of PD/PIs in an award, the CRIS database can accommodate up to twelve PD/PIs.  Soon, the CRIS system will migrate to a new reporting system which will also accommodate up to twelve PD/PIs.  Once CRIS has migrated to the new system, CSREES will submit a change request to increase the number of PD/PIs identified in the new reporting system.
